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Call To Order:

The meeting was called to order at 1:40 p.m.

Those present were: Dave Engelhardt, BCATS staff; Dale Majerczyk, City of Essexville; Mike

Stoner,  Bay Metro Transit; Gary Brandt, Monitor Township Supervisor; George Augustyniak,

Fraser Township Supervisor; Jon Gaydos, City of Bay City; Mike Niederquell, Wade-Trim; Susan

Richardson, MDOT Planning; Jim Lillo, Bay County Road Commission;, Dave Geiger, MDOT-

Saginaw; Vaughn Begick, Bay County; and Dirk Westbury, BCATS staff. 

 

Approval of Minutes:

Two corrections were noted in the previous meeting minutes.  In the Project Updates section,

the fourth sentence should read “The Wilder Road/Truman Parkway Project which is a City of

Bay City and BCRC combined project will have a two week shut down of Truman Parkway and

the adjoining Woodside Ave intersection in order to redo the joint repair.”

It was moved by Gaydos, seconded by Richardson, to approve the minutes from the October

21, 2009 meeting with the noted corrections.  Motion Passed.

Public Comment:

There was no public comment brought before the committee. 

Update From Bay Metro Transit:

Stoner stated that BMTA will be acting as the procurement arm for the state for the new hybrid

conversion kits.  BMTA will be placing them on several of their buses and possibly on buses for

transit operators in the state which will extend the life of the bus as well improve it’s efficiency.

New Federal Highway Bill Update:

Engelhardt gave an update that the current extension of Authorization Bill ends on December

18, 2009 and there is no new bill in place, but there is an Appropriations Bill that has been

passed by the House and Senate and is awaiting the signature from the President.  It will make

funds available, but authorization would still be needed.  

ARRA Update:

Engelhardt discussed a letter from MDOT dated Dec. 10  which outlines deadlines for projectth

packages to be submitted to MDOT Local Agency if projects were to be eligible for redistributed

ARRA funds.   Engelhardt also explaining that as of Dec. 3  there is ~$87 million of local ARRArd

funded projects in the state that have not had a GI package submitted.  That deadline is Dec

30 .  If GIs have not be submitted by that date, the ARRA funds will be made available toth

other local agencies in the same MPO or same rural area to submit a GI package by Jan. 8th

from projects on an illustrative prioritized list of projects.  After that, any ARRA funds still

available will be made available statewide to any local  agency that had a GI package ready to

go by Jan. 15  from a second illustrative list.  After that, any remaining ARRA funds will beth

used by MDOT.  Discussion ensued.  

Gaydos discussed a letter received 12/15/09 from MDOT stating that the city’s ARRA project

(Truman Pkwy) was not in the TIP for FY2010, had no STP funds and will not be obligated at

this time.  It was determined that an old version of the TIP was used to determine the project’s

status in the TIP, but the project won’t be obligated until January and will be let in March.  As a

result, with the project not being obligated, the funds are not yet lock in, so addition



BAY CITY AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY  (BCATS)
Policy Committee Minutes - December 16, 2009

Page 2                                                                                                                            

redistributed ARRA funds could possibly be added to the project.  Discussion continued. 

Engelhardt asked if BMTA was eligible for this ARRA redistributed funds.  Richardson stated

that they were not because of the time involved.  It was concluded that the BCATS illustrative

prioritized list was determined to be:

 

1.  Johnson St from Center to Columbus* 

2.  Additional funds to the Concrete Joint Repair on Wilder Rd, Truman Pkwy, Marquette Ave,    

  and Woodside Ave  

3. Bay-Arenac Dr

*Subject to the City of Bay City’s City Manager to agree that the project can occur

Engelhardt also stated that any of the BCATS ARRA projects bid after March 2  that come innd

low, the savings will return to BCATS for reuse by Sept. 30 .th

Public Hearing on BCATS FY 2008-11 TIP Amendments (MDOT):

The Public Hearing was called to order at 2:46 p.m. by Dale Majerczyk, Chairman of BCATS.

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to discuss the various MDOT amendments to the BCATS

FY 2008-11 TIP.  Engelhardt discussed the handout of the MDOT amendments available in the

agenda packet.

The Public Hearing on the MDOT Amendments to the BCATS FY 2008-11 TIP was adjourned at

2:50 p.m.

The regular BCATS Policy Committee Meeting was reconvened at 2:50 p.m.

Approval of the MDOT Amendments to the BCATS 2008-11 TIP:

A motion was made by Geiger, seconded by Richardson, to approve the MDOT TIP

Amendments as listed.  Motion Passed.

BCATS 2011-2012-2013-2014 TIP Local Project Recommendations:

Engelhardt provided committee members with a handout of the local projects that will be

included in the new BCATS 2011-14 TIP.  Engelhardt asked that everyone review the list before

they were included in the BCATS 2011-14 TIP table.  Projects included Midland Rd in 2011,

Johnson St and North Union in 2012, Lincoln Ave in 2013, and Salzburg and 2 sections of 3

Mile Rd in 2014.  No action was taken at this time as they will be brought forth to the

committee at a later meeting with MDOT projects prior to adoption of the 2011-14 TIP.  

Engelhardt asked the agencies to specifically review the local match requirements that were

included on the list handed out.

MDOT 5-Year Program:

Geiger discussed the Draft of the 2010-2014 MDOT 5-Year program.  It includes projects that

might be pulled if funding is not made available.  The BCATS area currently doesn’t have any

projects that may be pulled.

Bay Area Chamber of Commerce Projects:

Engelhardt discussed the letter currently being written to Bay Area Chamber of Commerce

regarding their project inquiry.  It points to the process used to bring road project forward

through the Act 51 implementing agencies and that studies are conducted to determine where

are the project priorities.  One project from the list, Mackinaw Road interchange is currently
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going through that study process with MDOT.

2010 Digital Orthophotography:

Engelhardt discussed the plan for Bay County to acquire digital Orthophotography in 2010 and

that it will be a benefit to transportation planning as well as may other organizations in the

county.

BCATS Annual Report:

The annual report is currently with the Bay City Times and we have not yet received a draft of

the ad, but are expecting one before the end of the week.  The ad will run on Thursday Dec

31  to highlight the projects done by BCATS in 2009 and what is to come in 2010.st

Non-Motorized Update:

Westbury give an update on the connection to the proposed Bay-Zilwaukee trail connect in Bay

City.  The connection would occur from Salzburg Ave to Niagara St along the west channel of

the Saginaw River then connect with the abandoned rail line at Niagara St.  The estimate for

the project is approximately $500,000 which includes a fishing pier at the former rail spur

cross of the west channel.  Bay City is planning on applying for a National Resource Trust Fund

grant in 2010 for the project. Also, the 3-Trails in 3 Days event is planned for July in 2010 as

opposed to September as it was held in the past few years.

Project Updates:

The 7 Mile Rd project will have the GI on 12/23.  This is a rural task force project.  Wilder

Rd /Truman Parkway Joint Repair Project has not yet been obligated, but maybe shortly,

with a possible Feb. Or March letting depending on when the project is obligated.  The city is

working on finalizing the Harrison St and Marquette Connector Projects.  Gaydos stated

that Bay City maybe be looking to secure some critical bridge funding in the next few years for

the Liberty Bridge to repair the scouring issues it is facing.  The Borton Ave project is

facing some railroad crossing issues.  It appears that the crossing won’t be rebuilt as planned

and is being designed to accommodate the crossing not being rebuilt and is being planned for a

March letting.  The M-84/I-75 projects will be let in February and I-675 NB in Saginaw will

be closed starting in February. 

Other/New Business:

ARRA II:

Engelhardt told the group that a possible second verison of ARRA could occur.        

As there was no further business, the December 16, 2009 BCATS Policy Committee meeting

was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

David Engelhardt

BCATS Director
Transcribed by D Westbury

G:\Transportation Planning\01-BCATS\01-Policy Committee\FY 2010\2010 BCATS Policy Minutes\2009-12-16 BCATS Policy
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